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This edition of The Steward provides a look into what
the Broadwater Conservation District has been up to
over the months of January, February and March.  BCD
is very excited to be sending out another newsletter to
inform you of our endeavors and exciting new
information! With all that we do, we always try to put
into practice our motto “Local Common-sense
Conservation”.  
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Hello Broadwater County Community!  It ’s  t ime for the
Broadwater Conservation District newsletter,  The
Steward! The purpose of our newsletter is  to inform the
community of al l  BCD endeavors,  community events and
projects,  and to celebrate conservation efforts
throughout the community.  
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January-March 2026



Contact  us :  (406) 521-3014  

BCD Welcomes our new AmeriCorps Member
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We welcomed a new Big Sky Watershed
Corps (BSWC) AmeriCorps member in
January.  Ksenia Smart who wil l  be serving
with BCD for a ten-month term. Ksenia
comes to us from Maine and has been
excited to learn about and see Montana .
Hosting a BSWC member provides the
conservation district with capacity to get
a lot accomplished. In return we strive to
provide as many opportunities as
possible to explore and learn about
natural  resources,  conservation,
education and outreach and agriculture.

Her f i rst  exper ience
electrof ish ing on Deep Creek

Ksenia has jumped right in and has been working dil igently on gathering data
and putting together a draft of a watershed restoration plan for the Beaver
Creek watershed near Winston, MT. She was able to experience electrofishing
on Deep Creek with our local  FWP fish biologist Coltan Pipinich.  Assisting with
netting shocked fish,  counting,  weighing,  measuring and cl ipping their  caudal
fin.  She has also had a chance to experience a day in the l ife of a sheep
rancher with our board member Kelly Ingalls,  and all  things calf/cow with
Denise Thompson.  
In the f irst three months of her term she has also been able to attend a
number of conferences and training events.  She attended the Montana
Association of Conservation District Soil  Symposium, Montana Environmental
Education Association training,  a grant management workshop, a conference
on Indian Education for All  as well  as training provided by AmeriCorps and Big
Sky Watershed Corps on education,  outreach and service.



Attend a  Board Meeting:  3  Tuesday of  the month at  7 :00 pmr d
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Annual  Ag Appreciat ion Dinner

Annual Ag Appreciation Dinner
2026

Watson Event Center
February 21st $25/Person

5pm Social Hour
Keynote Speaker: Dr Jeff Mosley-MSU

FFA Silent Auction & Dinner to Follow

Stewards o
f the Land:

250 Years 

of American

Conservat
ion 290 Litening Barn Rd

Honoring the people who protect America’s lands, waters and working landscapes

Broadwater Conservation District held our Annual Ag Appreciation Dinner on
Saturday February 21 . This event is always well  attended and this year we
hosted 237 people for a prime rib dinner.  Our keynote speaker this year was
MSU professor Jeff Mosley. His topic “Things are different in Montana”
highlighted that things are different,  but Montana farmers and ranchers
must keep their value in being empathetic to newcomers, reaching out to
help them understand our fragile land conservation ethic.  

s t

This year BCD awarded Chuck and Carole Plymale with our Good Neighbor
Award. The Plymales represent the epitome of keynote speaker Jeff Mosley’s
commentary

For Ag Business of the Year BCD recognized Headwaters Livestock Auction.
Brittany Jones accepted the award.

The district also recognized FWP Fish Biologist Ron Spoon who retired
October 1,  2025 for his 35 years of stewardship in Broadwater County.



Bringing Back the Flow: Beaver Creek Update
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B C D  appl i ed  for  a n d  wa s
awa rd e d  a  D EQ  g ra n t  to
d evelop  a  Wa ters he d
Re s to rat i o n  P lan  fo r  t he
B eave r  C re ek  Wa tershe d .
K s e n i a  h a s be en  p u l l i n g
in fo r m a t i o n  an d  d ata
to ge t h e r .  We  st a rte d  wit h a
b u l le t  po i n t  ou t l in e a n d  have
be e n  p u t t in g  th e in fo r m at io n
in to  t h e  var i o us s ec t i o n s .
W it h  h e r  G IS  s k i l ls  K se n ia  h a s
be e n  crea tin g  m ap s to  s h ow
t h e  v isu a l  o f  s om e  o f  t h e
in fo r m a t i o n .  We  have  bee n
s h ar i n g  o u r p ro gress  wit h
D E Q  an d  DNRC to  get  th ei r
in p u t  a s  wel l .  S o  fa r,  we h a ve
t h e  f i rs t  5  s ec t io n s  fai r ly  wel l
d rafte d .
A  lan d own e r  m ee t i n g  i s
s ch e d u le d fo r  A p ri l  to  s h are
o u r  d raft  p ro g ress  an d  to
gat h e r  th eir  i n p ut.

Beaver Creek Watershed Restoration Plan 2026 Draft
Section 1 :  Introduction & Background
1. 1  Watershed Restoration Planning.  
1 .2  Nine Key Elements
1 .3  Beaver Creek WRP Goals
Section 2 :  Watershed Characterist ics
2.1  Geography
2.2  Cl imate Hydrogeolog y
2.4  Soi ls
2.5  Land Cover
2.6  Land Ownership
2.7  Land Management
Section 3 :  Natural  Res ources and Resource Use
3.1  Monitoring Efforts
3.2  Agriculture and Irr igat ion
3.3  Fisheries  and Aquatic  Li fe
3.4  Riparian Area s and Wetlands
3.5  Forest
3.6  Mining
Section 4 :  Water Qual ity  Condit ions and Impairments
4.1  F low
4.2  Metals
4.3  Sedimentation
4.4  Temperature
4.5  Habitat  Alterat ion and Flow Regime Modif icat ion
4.6  Nutrients
4.7  Load Reductions
Section 5 :  Pa st  Projects  & Historic  Context
5. 1  Natural  Resource & Conservation Service (NRCS) Projects
5.2  Forest  Service Projects
5.3  310 Permits  & Stream Work
5.4  County Roads Department Work



Back in 2016, Big Sky Watershed Corps Member Katie Mumford created what is known
as the Broadwater County Drought Resiliency Report. This report was created to keep
track of how our county is doing with drought resilience. Informing the community of
precipitation, soil moisture, temperature, streamflow, snowpack, and ground & reservoir
water levels data throughout the year. This ensures we are as prepared as we can be for
the upcoming year by taking proactive measures, if needed, to mitigate the negative
impacts of drought on our water supplies, agriculture, ecosystems, and overall societal
well-being by water conservation measures and land management practices. This report
includes a 26 page informational overview to help us understand why the data BCD
tracks is relevant to the Drought Resiliency Report. In addition, BCD will be sending out
a quarterly report that evaluates the most recent monthly data to help inform all of
Broadwater County’s drought resiliency throughout 2026. 

OFFICE HOURS:  MONDAY -  FRIDAY 9 :00 AM -  4 :00 PM  
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The following page has the first Broadwater County Quarterly Drought Resiliency Report for
2026! Hope you enjoy and find the information useful! To view the full report, please visit our
website at broadwatercd.org.
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Montana FSA Updates/Deadlines
Montana FSA Program Dates & Deadlines
USDA Broadwater County Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural  producers of the
fol lowing FSA dates and deadlines.  Contact your local  FSA off ice for assistance.
March 31,  2026:  Deadline to apply for Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL) and Loan Def iciency
Payments (LDP) for Barley,  Canola,  Crambe, Flaxseed, Honey,  Oats,  Rapeseed, Seed Cotton,
Sesame seed and Wheat.
April  17,  2026:  Enrollment for General  CRP wil l  run from March 9,  2026, through Apri l  17,
2026.
April  17,  2026:Farmer Bridge Assistance (FBA) Program enrollment period closes
April  30,  2026:  Deadline to apply for Supplemental  Disaster Relief  Program (SDRP) Stage 1
and Stage 2
May 25,  2026:  Off ice Closure for the Federal  Holiday:  Memorial  Day
May 31,  2026:  Deadline to apply for Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL) and Loan Def iciency
Payments (LDP) for corn,  cotton,  dry peas,  grain sorghum, lenti ls ,  mustard seed, r ice,
saff lower seed, chickpeas,  soybeans sunf lower seed
*Note:  The Acreage Reporting Date for Spring Alfalfa Seed, all  other spring seeded crops,
Perennial Forage,  Hemp, Grazing acreage and CRP acres is 15 days before the onset of
harvest or grazing,  or July 15,  whichever is earlier.  

Broadwater County FSA Off ice
Off ice Hours:

Tuesdays & Wednesdays

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Contact:

Amber Amsbaugh CED

(406) 266 - 4253 ext 2

amber.amsbaugh@usda.gov

NRCS 
NRCS continues to accept  appl icat ions for  the Regenerative Pi lot  Program for 2027 funding
year.  
This  pi lot  program addresses whole-farm resource concerns through support  for  voluntary
regenerative agriculture conservation plans.  I t  puts  American farmers f irst  a s  a  part  of  the
solut ion to Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) by supporting access  to American-grown
whole foods,  crit ical  to  addressing the chronic  disea se cris is  nat ionwide.

Townsend Service Center
Natural  Resources Conservation Service

(406) 266-4253

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fresources%2Fprograms%2Ffarmer-bridge-assistance-fba-program%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019d3fb9a2b4-2b39e332-9020-4de1-818d-abf3f28e51d3-000000/jcZsqlU359o7lebXpl2fkwlZDo34h1r4pJssZTG2ZpY=450
tel:4062664253
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Broadwater Conservation District Community Rentals

Tree Planter
BCD has a tree planter that is  loaded onto a trai ler.  You wil l  need a 2″ bal l  and a
6 – prong round or 4 – pin f lat  plug-in to haul .  Wil l  need at least a 40 HP tractor
to pull  the planter.  Tractor needs a 3 pt hi tch.

Fabric Layer
Fabric Layer – $0.01 per foot

Note:  This tree planter is over 20 years old

$0.04 per tree up to 1 ,000 trees
$0.02 per tree over 1 ,000 trees

ATV Broadcast Seeder

145 lb capacity 12V Broadcast Seeder designed to be mounted on an ATV. Adjustable
spread with of 5 to 45 feet.  Included is a wireless on/off remote.  Rental  fee is  $10
per day with a $100 deposit .

Speedrite S500 Solar Powered Fence Charger
Powers up to 48 km / 30 miles,  100 acres
of fence

Speedrite Extreme Poly Wire 800 meter
2640 ft

Electric Fencing
BCD has 3 sets of electric fencing that can be rented.  It  is  $5 per day to rent.
The specif ications of a set of  electric fencing is  l isted below:

Speedrite Wire Spooler
Pigtail  34″ white
Speedrite Bungy Gate 11′  – 23′  wide

$20 per acre or a minimum of $400. Acreage is determined
using the acre meter on the machine.
$500 security deposit and signed lease agreement are
required to hold dates.  Deposit is returned after use and
inspection by the County Extension Agent or authorized
representative.
Leasee must provide transportation for the drill  from the
Broadwater County Fairgrounds to site of use.  It  must be
towed by tractor or 3/4 ton truck not to exceed more than
20 mph. The leasee must provide the hitch and hitch pin.  A
light adapter and overwidth signs can be provided if  needed.
If  drill  is  returned uncleaned, a $50/hr charge will  be
assessed to clean it .

MSU Extension: NO - TILL DRILL RENTAL
Broadwater County MSU Extension is  offering county residents a NO –
TILL DRILL for lease.

NO-TILL DRILL SPECS:
Great Plains 1006 10-foot
drill  width with 7.5 in
spacing
Legume/Small  Seed Box
Grass Seed Agitator 
At least 75 horsepower
tractor required

Please cal l  the MSU Extension Off ice at (406)266-9242 for more information
https://www.montana.edu/extension/broadwater/cropsandlivestock/great
plainsnoti l ldri l l .html



Planning to do work in or near the banks
of a perennial stream? You’ll need a 310
permit! This permitting process helps
protect our local stream and rivers. 

Activities subject to permit include, but
are not limited to:

channel changes
clearing brush or trees along the
stream or river
boat ramps
roads crossing creeks
new diversions
rip rap & stream bank protection
dams or reservoirs

It’s simple and free- obtain your permit
easily through our website or by stopping by
the Conservation District Office. In case of
emergency action, please notify the
Broadwater CD via an emergency form
within 15 days. Learn more about the 310
process on our website. 

Be advised that you are in violation of state
law if you perform any of these activities
without obtaining a 310 permit.  310 permits
are free of charge and are generally valid for
one year after the date of issuance.
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310 Stream Permitting:  It ’s  Free,  Easy,  and the Law

h t t p s :// broad wa te rcd.org/

(40 6 )  521-3 0 1 4

4 15  S  Fro n t  S t
Tow n s e n d ,  M T  5964 4

broadwatercd@gmail .com  or
broadwatercd@macdnet.org

BroadwaterCD

broadwaterconservation

BCD Monthly Board Meetings

For those of you who may be interested in learning more about what Broadwater
Conservation District is  doing within the community and how the Board of Supervisors
works,  please don’t  hesi tate to join us at our monthly Board Meetings as they are open to
the public!  Our Board Meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 7  p.m. We
would love for you to join!   Now with a virtual  option:  Online:  Microsoft Teams  
  Join the meeting now  Meeting ID:  271 090 393 348 1      Passcode:  iM35PG9S

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YTU5ODNiY2MtZGQxZi00YmE3LTgxYzEtMTE2ZTUwODM5MDQx%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22a5d40263-aa9f-439e-af88-b0888c10aa55%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22f8dde99f-b80d-4fe3-9684-780693960a59%22%7d
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