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This edition of The Steward provides a look into what
the Broadwater Conservation District has been up to
over the months of January, February and March. BCD
is very excited to be sending out another newsletter to
inform you of our endeavors and exciting new
information! With all that we do, we always try to put
into practice our motto “Local Common-sense
Conservation”.
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We welcomed a new Big Sky Watershed
Corps (BSWC) AmeriCorps member in
January. Ksenia Smart who will be serving
with BCD for a ten-month term. Ksenia
comes to us from Maine and has been
excited to learn about and see Montana.
Hosting a BSWC member provides the
conservation district with capacity to get
a lot accomplished. In return we strive to
provide as many opportunities as
possible to explore and learn about
natural resources, conservation,
education and outreach and agriculture.

Her first experience

electrofishing on Deep Creek
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Beaver Creck Watershed Restoration Plan 2026 Draft
Section I: Introduction & Background

1.1 Watershed Restoration Planning.

1.2 Nine Key Elements

1.3 Beaver Creck WRP Goals

Section 2: Watershed Characteristics

2.1 Geography

2.2 Climate Hydrogeology

2.4 Soils

2.5 Land Cover

2.6 Land Ownership

2.7 Land Management

Section 3: Natural Resources and Resource Use

3.1 Monitoring Efforts

3.2 Agriculture and Irrigation

3.3 Fisheries and Aquatic Life

3.4 Riparian Arecas and Wetlands

3.5 Forest

3.6 Mining

Section 4: Water Quality Conditions and Impairments
4.1 Flow

4.2 Mctals

4.3 Sedimentation

4.4 Temperature

4.5 Habitat Alteration and Flow Regime Modification
4.6 Nutrients

4.7 Load Reductions

Section 5: Past Projects & Historic Context

5.1 Natural Resource & Conservation Service (NRCS) Projects
5.2 Forest Service Projects

5.3 310 Permits & Stream Work

5.4 County Roads Department Work
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The following page has the first Broadwater County Quarterly Drought Resiliency Report for
2026! Hope you enjoy and find the information useful! To view the full report, please visit our
website at broadwatercd.org.
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Broadwater County Drought Resiliency Report
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Based on the US. Drought Monitor,
Broadwater County curmently has a D1
classification or Bk considered

1 ars “Moderate Drought™. This means
0.32 inches Broadwater County rs in the first of
BELOW normal

Date Current Last Year Median Capacity Current % Last Year % [od

1I "

(KAF) (KAF) (KAF) {KAF) Capacity Capacity g
Jan 31, 2026 1458.1 1415.2 1473.8 2043 77.3% 78.9%
Feb 28, 2026 14373 1402.4 1451.8 2043 76.20% 74.3%

Mar 31, 2026 1488.9 1453.3 1453.8 2043 T8.90% 77.08
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NRCS continues to accept applications for the Regenerative Pilot Program for 2027 funding
vear.

This pilot program addresses whole-farm resource concerns through support for voluntary
regenerative agriculture conservation plans. It puts American farmers first as a part of the
solution to Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) by supporting access to American-grown
whole foods, critical to addressing the chronic discase crisis nationwide.

Montana FSA Program Dates & Deadlines

USDA Broadwater County Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers of the
following FSA dates and deadlines. Contact your local FSA office for assistance.

March 31, 2026: Deadline to apply for Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL) and Loan Deficiency
Payments (LDP) for Barley, Canola, Crambe, Flaxseed, Honey, Oats, Rapeseed, Seed Cotton,
Sesame seed and Wheat.

April 17, 2026: Enrollment for General CRP will run from March 9, 2026, through April 17,
2026.

April 17, 2026:Farmer Bridge Assistance (FBA) Program enrollment period closes

April 30, 2026: Deadline to apply for Supplemental Disaster Relief Program (SDRP) Stage 1
and Stage 2

May 25, 2026: Office Closure for the Federal Holiday: Memorial Day

May 31, 2026: Deadline to apply for Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL) and Loan Deficiency
Payments (LDP) for corn, cotton, dry peas, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, rice,
safflower seed, chickpeas, soybeans sunflower seed

*Note: The Acreage Reporting Date for Spring Alfalfa Seed, all other spring seeded crops,
Perennial Forage, Hemp, Grazing acreage and CRP acres is 15 days before the onset of
harvest or grazing, or July 15, whichever is earlier.



https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fresources%2Fprograms%2Ffarmer-bridge-assistance-fba-program%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019d3fb9a2b4-2b39e332-9020-4de1-818d-abf3f28e51d3-000000/jcZsqlU359o7lebXpl2fkwlZDo34h1r4pJssZTG2ZpY=450
tel:4062664253
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Broadwater Conservation District Community Rentals

[ Electric Fencing R

BCD has 3 sets of electric fencing that can be rented. It is S5 per day to rent.
The specifications of a set of electric fencing is listed below:

e Speedrite S500 Solar Powered Fence Charger ¢ Speedrite Wire Spooler
o Powers up to 48 km / 30 miles, 100 acres e Pigtail 34” white

of fence e Speedrite Bungy Gate 11’ - 23’ wide
e Speedrite Extreme Poly Wire 800 meter
o 2640 ft
- J
é )

Tree Planter
BCD has a tree planter that is loaded onto a trailer. You will need a 2” ball and a
6 - prong round or 4 - pin flat plug-in to haul. Will need at least a 40 HP tractor
to pull the planter. Tractor needs a 3 pt hitch.

e $0.04 per tree up to 1,000 trees
e $0.02 per tree over 1,000 trees

Fabric Layer
Fabric Layer - $0.01 per foot

ATV Broadcast Seeder

145 1b capacity 12V Broadcast Seeder designed to be mounted on an ATV. Adjustable
spread with of 5 to 45 feet. Included is a wireless on/off remote. Rental fee is S10
per day with a S100 deposit.

MSU Extension: NO - TILL DRILL RENTAL

Broadwater County MSU Extension is offering county residents a NO -

TILL DRILL for lease.

+ $20 per acre or a minimum of $400. Acreage is determined
using the acre meter on the machine.

« $500 security deposit and signed lease agreement are
required to hold dates. Deposit is returned after use and
inspection by the County Extension Agent or authorized
representative.

» Leasee must provide transportation for the drill from the
Broadwater County Fairgrounds to site of use. It must be
towed by tractor or 3/4 ton truck not to exceed more than
20 mph. The leasee must provide the hitch and hitch pin. A
light adapter and overwidth signs can be provided if needed.

o If drill is returned uncleaned, a $50/hr charge will be
assessed to clean it.

NO-TILL DRILL SPECS:

e Great Plains 1006 10-foot
drill width with 7.5 in
spacing

» Legume/Small Seed Box

» Grass Seed Agitator

e At least 75 horsepower
tractor required

Please call the MSU Extension Office at (406)266-9242 for more information
https://www.montana.edu/extension/broadwater/cropsandlivestock/great
plainsnotilldrill.html
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@ https://broadwatercd.org/ broadwatercd@gmail.com or
broadwatercd@macdnect.org

e (406) 521 3014 ﬁ BroadwaterCD

415 S Front St " broadwaterconservation
Townsend, MT 59644
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	Bringing Back the Flow: Beaver Creek Update
	BCD applied for and was awarded a DEQ grant to develop a Watershed Restoration Plan for the Beaver Creek Watershed. Ksenia has been pulling information and data together. We started with a bullet point outline and have been putting the information into the various sections. With her GIS skills Ksenia has been creating maps to show the visual of some of the information. We have been sharing our progress with DEQ and DNRC to get their input as well. So far, we have the first 5 sections fairly well drafted. A landowner meeting is scheduled for April to share our draft progress and to gather their input.
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	Broadwater Conservation District Community Rentals
	Electric Fencing BCD has 3 sets of electric fencing that can be rented. It is $5 per day to rent. The specifications of a set of electric fencing is listed below:
	Speedrite Wire Spooler
	Pigtail 34″ white
	Speedrite Bungy Gate 11′ – 23′ wide
	Speedrite S500 Solar Powered Fence Charger
	Powers up to 48 km / 30 miles, 100 acres of fence
	Speedrite Extreme Poly Wire 800 meter
	2640 ft
	Tree Planter BCD has a tree planter that is loaded onto a trailer. You will need a 2″ ball and a 6 – prong round or 4 – pin flat plug-in to haul. Will need at least a 40 HP tractor to pull the planter. Tractor needs a 3 pt hitch.
	$0.04 per tree up to 1,000 trees
	$0.02 per tree over 1,000 trees
	Note: This tree planter is over 20 years old
	Fabric Layer
	Fabric Layer – $0.01 per foot
	ATV Broadcast Seeder
	145 lb capacity 12V Broadcast Seeder designed to be mounted on an ATV. Adjustable spread with of 5 to 45 feet. Included is a wireless on/off remote. Rental fee is $10 per day with a $100 deposit.
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	310 Stream Permitting: It’s Free, Easy, and the Law
	Planning to do work in or near the banks of a perennial stream? You’ll need a 310 permit! This permitting process helps protect our local stream and rivers.
	Activities subject to permit include, but are not limited to:
	channel changes
	clearing brush or trees along the stream or river
	boat ramps
	roads crossing creeks
	new diversions
	rip rap & stream bank protection
	dams or reservoirs
	It’s simple and free- obtain your permit easily through our website or by stopping by the Conservation District Office. In case of emergency action, please notify the Broadwater CD via an emergency form within 15 days. Learn more about the 310 process on our website.
	Be advised that you are in violation of state law if you perform any of these activities without obtaining a 310 permit.  310 permits are free of charge and are generally valid for one year after the date of issuance.
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