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Through DNRC Technical Assistance funding, the Broadwater
Conservation District is fortunate
to be hosting an AmeriCorps
member for the 2014 term. Miss.
Alli Bratton, will be assisting the
district with numerous projects
within the Deep Creek watershed
and with education and outreach
endeavors at Townsend Schools
and throughout the community. Additionally, she has and will continue to
participate in trainings and service days throughout Montana. There are
around 300 AmeriCorps members in Montana this year, with 14 working
within the elite Big Sky Watershed Corps branch of the program.
Alli shared the following:
My name is Alli Bratton I have been living in
Townsend for three months now working with the Broadwater Conservation District. I grew up in South Lake Tahoe
where I spent most of my time exploring the mountains, developing a great love and respect for the environment. After
high school I attended college at California Polytechnic State
University San Luis Obispo where I received a BS in Environmental Engineering in order to turn my passion for the
environment into a career. Since graduating I decided to join
AmeriCorps as a Big Sky Watershed Corps member in
order to help make a measurable difference in local watershed conservation efforts. I look
forward to working with and becoming a part of the Townsend community to help you restore and protect your watersheds.
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Teamwork Makes the Stream Work
Looking Forward on the Deep Creek Watershed
Channel
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Thanks to the hard work and commitment of numerous BCD partners, landowners and the Deep
Creek Landowner Advisory
Group, Broadwater county has
some exciting things to look forward to in the Deep Creek Watershed over the next three years. In
January Broadwater CD completed
a Watershed Restoration Plan for
Deep Creek, providing a blueprint
for the restoration efforts to follow,
many of which will be funded
through an approved DEQ 319
Grant. This is great news for our
community and will give us the
opportunity to address problems
with high sediment loading, elevated water temperature and low summer streamflow throughout the
watershed. We also look forward to
working with the landowners; helping with projects and providing
outreach and education opportunities. In addition to the funding
from the 319 Grant we are fortunate enough to have the help of the
NRCS as they were approved for
National Water Quality Initiative
funding in the Deep Creek Watershed (for additional info regarding
NRCS opportunities see page 6).

Education
&
Outreach

Volunteer
Monitoring

With the cooperative effort of
many we’re likely to see some significant improvements in the waterFEMA Partnership:
shed over the next three years. In
Road Crossings
August we will be planning an
event for Deep Creek landowners
and interested parties to provide
additional information and support Fun Fact: The Deep Creek Watershed Area is 71,700 acres!
for the opportunities to come, so
stay tuned!
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The Montana Conservationist electronic newsletter for the Montana Association of Con-

servation Districts (MACD). This semi-monthly e-newsletter serves the entire state of Montana and provides an informative,
interesting and convenient means of staying abreast of agriculture, conservation, natural resource news.
For a sample of what this newsletter has to offer check out the following links or go to the MACD website - http://macdnet.org/
the-montana-conservationist:
June 23, 2014 Volume 7, Issue 12
June 6, 2014 Volume 7, Issue 11
Broadwater Conservation District serves as the DNRC 223 grant administrator that funds the development and dispersal of this
newsletter created for all Montanans. Please consider subscribing. Additionally if you have any conservation, agriculture or natural resource related news feel free to share with Broadwater CD and we will be sure to encourage MACD to include in the next
newsletter.

Extension Happenings
Greetings from the Broadwater County MSU Extension Office. We are still settling in to our new office location at 417 Broadway.
It is a wonderful change having an office (with windows) at street level after so many years of working in the basement (lower level) of the courthouse.
Centennial Celebration: 2014 marks the 100 year anniversary for the Cooperative Extension Service. Extension is a branch of
USDA under the National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA). Similar to our sister USDA agencies, FSA and NRCS, we
provide community-based educational programs and information for Montana residents. Our programs cover a variety of topics
based on community needs driven by the local citizens. What is unique about the Extension Service is the three-way partnership
between USDA, Montana State University and the county to create a national, non-credit educational network. Results of nonbiased research performed at the national research centers (like ARS) and Montana Ag Experiment stations are passed on to local
citizens through the Extension Service specialists and county agents.
Current Topics:
Nutrient Deficiencies: Plants of all kinds are showing signs of nutrient deficiencies. Plants need the right combination
of nutrients to live, grow and reproduce. When plants suffer from malnutrition, they show symptoms of being unhealthy. Too little
or too much of any one nutrient can cause problems. Nitrogen, phosphorous and iron are the nutrients that are commonly lacking
in our soils. Most trees presenting lime green or yellow leaves are usually lacking iron. Forages are showing signs of nitrogen deficiency. With the addition of the right form and right amount of fertilizer, these problems can be corrected. Building healthy soils
leads to healthy productive plants.
Pasture and Grazing Management: Forage production is of primary importance to local livestock enterprises and our
agriculture economy. Pastures are kept in good condition by controlling weeds, fertilizing and most importantly, managing livestock. Implementing pasture management and grazing principles will increase forage yield and quality, provide a healthier place for
livestock and improve farm aesthetics. The basis of any successful livestock grazing system is learning to manage the forage or
pasture within environmental limitations, grower skills and knowledge. Pasture utilization is one of the key elements used to determine when livestock need to be moved to another pasture. Monitoring pasture can be simple or complex depending on the type
and amount of information you want to collect.
To assist landowners in developing their own monitoring system, a “Monitoring for Success” workshop will be held on
July 19 from 1:00 to 5:00 PM. Pre-registration is required. Contact Broadwater County Extension at 266-9240 or
acxvk@montana.edu
Submitter by Virginia Knerr, MSU Extension Agent, Broadwater County
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Women in Ag

Photo: Ms. Karee Vogl’s 6th grade
Communication Arts class interviewed
Mrs. Barbara Kirscher.

“Grandma got along well with
the Indians. She would give
them beer, and they would
protect her from other Indians.”
-Dolly McMasters (right)

“Awe, well you just
can’t pass up a
cowboy.”
-Pauline Webb (below)

Five conservation districts
have joined forces to bring
heartwarming history to the
forefront, hoping to record
the important contributions
of Montana women in agriculture. Broadwater, Sweet
Grass, Hill, Granite, and
Glacier Conservation Districts are participating with
DNRC through a 223 grant.
It is important to listen to
and learn from those before
us, honor their hard work
and dedication and preserve
their stories. The role of
women in agriculture is an
essential thread in the fabric
of Montana’s settlement and
history.
From the Ground Up is
bringing together young people, educators, conservation
districts and community
leaders. A seminar, Oral History in the Classroom, trains
adults to learn the art of recording oral histories or assist students in learning the
art of recording oral histories;
conservation districts identify
women in the agricultural
community and volunteers
conduct noteworthy interviews or educators help guide
the young people as they
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prepare to conduct interviews.
Along with preserving important stories of Montana’s
women in agriculture, From the
Ground Up offers people a
valuable perspective: history
can be found in the day-today experiences of ordinary
people living all around them.
On March 8th DNRC and
the MT Historical Society
hosted an event at the Historical Society Museum in Helena to honor some of the
women in agriculture. The
event was a great success with
an overwhelming audience
approaching 200 people to
whom Glenna Stucky of
Avon, Arlene Pile of Big Timber, Esther McDonald of
Philipsburg, and Pauline
Webb and Dolly McMaster of
Townsend presented their
stories. It was a touching
tribute to these remarkable
women and the conservation
and agriculture legacy they are
engraving in the heart of
Montana.
Broadwater CD held its Annual Dinner on March 28th
where Barbara Kirscher was
BCD and Townsend School’s
Women and Ag Honoree this
year. Photos of past honorees
were also on display that
evening.

“Life isn’t always easy. You have
to get through the hard times to
get to the good ones.”
June Hensley (right)
w/ Jorja Hensley Munns & Nancy &
Ellen Davis

Montana History Foundation Grant
A noteworthy extension to
the From the Ground Up,
Montana Women and Agriculture program was made
possible through a Montana
History Foundation grant
sponsored by Broadwater
Conservation District and
spearheaded by Linda Brander of DNRC and coordinated
by Denise Thompson (BCD).
This grant enabled Broadwater CD to purchase 3 recorders to loan out to other conservation districts or partners
willing to conduct additional
interviews; allowed three
more oral histories to be captured through the hard work
of conservation district administrators in Meagher
County (Lacey Rasmussen
interviewed Janet Zeig),
Treasure County (Angie Stahl
interviewed Judi Knapp) and
Eastern Sanders CD (Patsy
Meredith and Linda Brander
collected Lauraine Johnson’s
interview); and paid for the
transcription of all interviews.
Numerous photos of this
project were shared in the
Montana History Foundation’s Annual Report.
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Photo Right: Kayley Conner 5 year old
daughter of JJ and Theresa Conner, paints
a rock at for Heritage Gardens at Townsend Schools Annual Ag Day.

Broadwater Conservation
District supports Heritage
Gardens and its mission:

“We are growing a
heritage of gardeners
by nurturing minds,

The district is currently
working with Townsend
Schools on a DNRC 223
grant application to assist
with the development
(Phase I) of a school garden called

Wyse

bodies and communi-

Acres in memory of

ty.” The district under-

Tonya Wyse who served as
Townsend School’s 21st
Century after School Program coordinator and was
co-creator of Heritage Gardens. This garden will be
located in the courtyard
between the elementary
school and the library and
will be used to teach water
and soil conservation, educate students and adults
about native plants, gar-

stands the importance of
conservation and agriculture
education and promoting
the protection and responsible use of the vast natural
resources of Montana.
Farm to School programs,
Ag in Montana Schools,
community and school gardens all help in this endeavor. BCD is happy to be
working with Heritage Gardens and Townsend Schools
on gardening projects.

Photo: MCC Crews working with Jim Beck last
summer removing Milfoil from the Missouri
River Canal in Townsend

dening and agriculture.
This project will not only
beautify the area but also
provide a wonderful outdoor classroom and story
garden for students and
the community. The
raised garden beds will
provide a bountiful harvest
of produce for the students of Townsend
Upcoming Events:


July 7th: Work Day & Potluck from 5-8 pm



Aug 9: Backyards of
Broadwater Tour

Sidney Forrey is seen with her grandfather,
Ernie Forrey, holding her “pet rock” she
located at the garden

Eurasian Watermilfoil
Eurasian watermilfoil
(EWM) is classified as a Priority 1B noxious weed in Montana. The nonnative aquatic
plant from Europe and Asia
will, if unchecked, cover a
water body with a thick, impenetrable mat that interferes
with boating, swimming, fishing and other recreational
activities. The aquatic weed
was found at Toston Dam, in
the Jefferson River near
Three Forks and nearly 700
miles away at the Fort Peck
Dam and continues to be an
issue in a number of areas in
Montana.
Various projects have

been completed throughout
the county to remove the
EWM, including: hand-pull
projects in the Headwaters
of the Missouri and in a Missouri River Canal in Townsend where MCC crews removed a total of 8,504 lbs.
of EWM between the two
projects. The Ace Diving
team also did some work
near the Toston Dam where
improvements have been
noted.
The Broadwater Conservation District is working
with Fish Wildlife and Parks
(FWP), Department of Agri-

culture, Broadwater County
Weed District, Headwaters
Eurasian Watermilfoil Task
Force, DNRC and MACD
to continue the efforts
against the milfoil.
In May, BCD and partners
were approved for an AIS
Grant through Montana
DNRC that will allow for
further mitigation work. The
new project work will include EWM control at the
Jefferson Slough, the Jefferson River Fishing Access
Site, Toston Reservoir and
Canyon Ferry Wildlife Management Area.
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PARTNERS CAME TOGETHER FOR A SUCCESSFUL
EVENT TO HONOR AGRICULTURE
Many partners came together March
28th to honor agriculture. The Townsend Chamber of Commerce, the
USDA Natural Resources and Conservation Services (NRCS) and the Broadwater Conservation District (BCD),
along with a number of generous sponsors, pooled their resources, talents and
passion for agriculture to offer Broadwater County a tremendous educational
and entertaining event.
In the afternoon Natural Resources
and Conservation Services (NRCS)
provided a wealth of information for
dozens of Ag. Producers and other
interested folks during a three hour
educational session at the 4-H building.
Eric Wyatt (NRCS Rangeland Management Specialist) spoke on rangeland
and pasture management, Chris Mahony (NRCS Soil Conservationist)
shared information on soil health;
Marvin Hansen (NRCS Soil Technician) gave an overview on irrigation
water management; and local NRCS
District Conservationist, Justin Meissner, gave an overview of the immense
NRCS opportunities available to a
landowner/ producer. In addition,

Clay Watson and Konnor Kelsey
of Watson Irrigation gave an informative presentation on pivot
irrigation. A tremendous amount
of thanks is extended to those who
attended and presented, and to
Watson Irrigation for providing the
drinks and snacks.
During the evening festivities for
Honoring Agriculture, Respecting our
Natural Resources attendees took
part in a fun quiz pertaining to all
the community displays on hand
and were placed into a drawing for
some really nice door prizes donated for the event. Mando Marv and
the Rustlers, a band from Gallatin
Valley provided entertainment, Big
Bull Bar and Grill provided the bar
and, as always, gave us top-notch
service. Paul Putz put together a
very nice slide show on historical
women in Broadwater County that
was shared during the dinner
which was provided by 6 Bair’s
Dutch Oven and it was a feast
equal to none! The beef, fish
chowder, potatoes, beans, salad,
roll (Wheat Montana donation) and

apple dessert were delicious, and
the service coupled with the tremendous 4-H effort was spot on!
Evening presentors included: Virginia Knerr of MSU Extension,
Ron Spoon of FWP, Justin Meissner of NRCS and Karee Vogl a 6th
grade teacher at Townsend
Schools who has been helping with
the The Women in Ag Oral History Project. Our Masters of Ceremony for the Broadwater Conservation District’s Annual Dinner
were Ross Johnson (Chamber
President) and Jim Beck (BCD
Associate Supervisor). Mr. Johnson gave a brief and enlightening
introduction and stressed the importance of agriculture, and Jim
Beck did a terrific job as the Annual Dinner Emcee. Lutheran Minister, Lorin Sanden gave the blessing, which followed everyone
standing and reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance. Overall, the event was
a success with approximately 175
attendees.

Ted Flynn Memorial Scholarship
Long-time Broadwater Conservation District Board member
and rancher Ted Flynn had a
keen interest in all facets of
nature and ecology. To honor
Ted’s memory, the BCD is
offering a $500 scholarship to a
student pursuing a career in
Natural Resource Conservation
or Agriculture.
In memory of Ted Flynn who
passed away June 2013

The 2014 scholarship was
awarded to Kasee Clark. She
was born and raised in Townsend and dedicated her time
to 4H, volleyball and tennis.
This Fall she will be attending
North West College in Powell,
Wyoming majoring in Veterinary Assistance.

Kasee Clark
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Conservation Districts Formed as a Result of Dust Storms
In the early 1930’s, at the
height of the Great Depression, America would experience an equally profound ecological disaster. As homesteaders “busted” prairie sod to
settle farms across the southern Great Plains, a record
drought gripped the region.
Crops failed, the wind blew
and the Dust Bowl was born.
Top-soil was pulled from the
ground and driven eastward by
prevailing winds; “dust storms”
darkened the skies of New

York and Washington D.C.
thousands of miles away.
In 1935, Congress declared
soil erosion “a national menace” and President Franklin D.
Roosevelt signed legislation
establishing the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) in the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.
But leaders in agriculture and
public policy recognized a critical element: local control.
Without the support of farmers and rural communities,

reforming soil-management
and agricultural practices
would be next to impossible.
The result was a new form of
local government: the Conservation District. Farmers in
each county of every state
would elect a board of supervisors to serve as their representatives to the SCS, planning an
implementing conservation
programs to address their specific needs and priorities.

Photo: A District Boundary Sign which was
once located looking north at Kamp Hill at
south end of county

Broadwater Conservation District Members
The Broadwater Conservation District was formed in
April of 1946. The five original
Board of Supervisors included,
Guy Kirscher, Clifford Mockel,
Frank Shearer, Marvin Dallas
and Howard Doggett.

Present day Supervisors include: 


Chairman: Darrell Baum



Vice-Chairman:
Rick VanDyken



Treasurer: Kelly Ingalls



Supervisors: Bob Hoppe
& Gary Flynn



Associate Supervisors:
Jim Beck, Jeff Hoeffner,
Herb Argabright, Dennis
Williams and most recently appointed Toby Dundas
Advisors: Virginia Knerr,
Scott Dunning, Ron
Spoon, Franklin Slifka,
Forest Service Ranger

“To give real service, you
must add something that
cannot be bought or
measured with money, and
that is sincerity and
integrity.”
- Donald A. Adams

NRCS: Justin Meissner, Eric
Wyatt, Ryan Mar and Gina
Vanderbush

For Sale at Broadwater Conservation District
Broadwater County Ownership Maps:


Wall Map



Large Map Book $25



Small Map Book $20

Topography Maps

$30

$8

Survey Flags (Bundle of
100)
$9
Paul Brown Soil Moisture
Probes

Tree Orders:

Tree Planter Rental:
BCD can assist with the order-  $0.04 per tree, up to 1000
ing of various tree species.
trees
Orders are placed during the
Fall and Winter months with  $0.02 per tree, over 1000
trees
tree deliveries in early Spring.
Inquire with BCD for more
 Tree planter is loaded on a
information.
trailer, a 2” ball and a 6prong round or 4-pin flat
Fabric Layer:
are required to haul.
 $ 0.01 per foot
 Need a 40 HP tractor to
 We can also order weed
pull the planter
barrier fabric
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Conservation Help from the Natural Resource Conservation Service
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in partnership with the Broadwater County Conservation District, the Broadwater Local Working Group, the Deep Creek Landowner Advisory Group, and the Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks have designated the Deep Creek Watershed as the priority one watershed for Broadwater County.
This designation has allowed the Montana NRCS to set aside financial assistance for projects located in the Deep Creek Watershed
for the next two years. After this time assistance will be available to landowners in the Deep Creek Watershed however; the NRCS
will no longer have set aside funds and will set a new priority area to focus our technical and financial recourses.
This means that any landowner in the watershed that may be interested in learning more about what the NRCS has to offer should
contact the Townsend NRCS office or the Broadwater Conservation District at their earliest convenience. To be considered for
either technical or financial assistance in the Deep Creek Watershed for 2014-2015 contacts must be made by September 1st, 2014.
The NRCS provides technical and financial assistance to private landowners, both conventional agriculture and small acre. This
assistance aids agricultural producers improve their natural resources by installing conservation practices such as livestock water
projects, cross fencing, grazing plans, irrigation improvement projects, stream restoration projects, wildlife habitat improvement
projects, feedlot improvements, numerous irrigated and dry cropland practices, conversion to organic farming, and forest stand
improvement. The programs offer numerous incentive payments for improved management practices on forest, crop, and grazing
lands.
If you have any questions about the conservation programs available through the NRCS, please come in or call Justin Meissner,
Eric Wyatt, or Ryan Mar at the Townsend NRCS Field Office (406) 266-3146 ext. 3.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact us Monday – Friday 7:00am – 5:00 pm.
Respectfully,
Justin Meissner
District Conservationist

Joel Flynn to Receive Broadwater Conservation
District’s 2014 Good Neighbor Award
Each year the Broadwater Conservation
District recognizes an individual for his/her
outstanding dedication and noble service to
agriculture, conservation, the Broadwater
Conservation District and the Townsend
Community. This year we are recognizing
Joel Flynn of Flynn Hay & Grain. Joel is a
multi-generation family farmer, born and
raised in Broadwater County. He is a member of the Deep Creek Landowner Advisory
Group, assisting with restoration efforts on
the watershed, and was featured in FWP’s
Montana Outdoor Report in the summer of
2013 because of the role he has played in
improving the stream flows on Deep Creek.
Ron Spoon (FWP) stated, “In 2013, Joel and

his family made a change to the life-blood of
their ag operation; they turned their water
source upside down. Joel’s
water project was a classic
win-win effort that improved
Flynn Hay and Grain and
simultaneously resulted in
miles of downstream flow
improvements to Deep
Creek . . . A neighborly thing
to do!”
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Livestock Forage Disaster Program Available
The 2014 Farm Bill authorized the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) retroactive to losses that occurred on or after October 1,
2011. LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered grazing losses due to drought on owned and leased
land or due to fire on federally managed land. Eligible livestock must be physically located in a county affected by a qualifying drought
according to the U.S. Drought Monitor during the normal grazing period for the county. Producers who suffered grazing losses should
contact the Farm Service Agency (FSA) to complete an application certifying to a loss.
Approximate payment calculation example for eligible livestock on 2012 eligible drought grazing acres:
The lesser of either the:
 Monthly feed cost using covered livestock:
 number of eligible livestock
 times share
 times national payment rate for type of livestock
 times 60%
 times number of monthly payments – 4 maximum for Broadwater
Or
 Monthly feed cost using carrying capacity for eligible grazing acres:
 eligible grazing acres
 times share
 divided by the carrying capacity for the type of grazing acres
 times 30 days
 times daily feed cost
 times 60%
 times number of monthly payments – 4 maximum for Broadwater

2012 Calculation Example:
(100 cows)
(x 100% = 100)
(x $51.81 for 2012 = $5,181)
(x 60% = $3,109)
(x 4 max.) = $12,436)

(2,000 native grazing acres)
(x 100% = 2,000)
(/26.0 = 76.92 max. AU’s)
(x 30 = 2,308)
(x 1.727 = $3,986)
(x 60% = $2,392)
(x 4 (max.) = $9,568)
(= $9,568 Payment)

Broadwater County is an eligible County for 2012 and 2013 grazing losses

2012 LFP Eligible Montana Counties: Beaverhead, Big Horn, Broadwater, Carbon, Carter, Cascade, Custer, Fallon, Fergus, Gallatin,
Garfield, Golden Valley, Jefferson, Judith Basin, Madison, Meagher, Musselshell, Park, Petroleum, Powder River, Rosebud, Silver Bow,
Stillwater, Sweet Grass, Treasure, Wheatland, and Yellowstone.
2013 LFP Eligible Montana Counties: Beaverhead, Big Horn, Broadwater, Carbon, Gallatin, Jefferson, Madison, Silver Bow, Stillwater,
and Yellowstone.
The deadline to apply for 2012 and 2013 LFP is January 30, 2015. Please contact the FSA county office for an appointment as soon as
possible if you are interested in applying.
Submitted by Nina Fonk, County Executive Director, Broadwater/Lewis & Clark County FSA
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Focusing on Youth Education & Outreach
Spring was a busy time for BCD
as we focused on one of the
most important aspects of watershed health, youth education and
outreach. Since one of my goals
as an Americorps member is to
teach about watershed health,
conservation and water quality, I
took advantage of all the end of
year activities at Townsend
Schools in the hopes of inspiring
a few students. The events included 6th grade Water Conservation Day, 1st Grade Field Day
and Ag Day. I also put together a
field trip with a group of 6th
grade science students.

but in his absence I was able to
take over. He had some great
groundwater model props which
allowed me to create a visual for
the movement of water through
the ground. I was pleasantly surprised and thoroughly entertained
by the responses to my questions;
some of those six year olds correctly explained groundwater movement in ways I never could have
imagined! Naturally, I lost their
attention about 10 minutes in but I
was able to keep them entertained
with a great game of measuring the
depth of the water with the well
probe.

This year’s 6th Grade Water Conservation Day was held on
March 18th and was organized
and led by Linda Southall with
the goal of teaching students to
be water aware and understand
where their water comes from
and how their daily activities can
affect surrounding aquifers and
the quality of that water. I taught
the students about the water
cycle and its contributions to
ground water, ending with a fun
edible aquifers activity. The edible aquifers were a great way to
apply groundwater concepts with
ice cream sundaes (each topic
representing a different component of an aquifer) but as I expected, the listening/
comprehension skills dwindled
with the appearance of ice cream.
So it was a good thing we saved
it for the end.

Ag day is an amazing, well planned
and executed event put on every
year by Townsend Schools under
the direction of Lisa Larson with
what I can only imagine to be an
exhausting effort! The event focuses on teaching elementary school
students about agriculture and conservation with various Townsend
community members donating
their time to help. I participated by
teaching the students about watershed health using Ron Spoon’s
watershed trailer, which is a model
of the Jefferson River and its tributaries. We had fun learning about
Lewis & Clark and the history of
the Jefferson River, the water cycle,
how sediment moves through rivers, the importance of healthy riparian vegetation and the effects of
floods. The final concept was probably the most popular since it involved flooding monopoly houses
and watching them float down the
river. With my limited experience
with youth and education I was a
little nervous to spend the whole
day teaching these concepts to varying grade levels, but ultimately it
went well and was very rewarding.
Needless to say, I was exhausted at
the end of the day confirming my

The 1st grade field day was held
at Indian Creek Pond where the
kids got to have a picnic lunch
and then learn about fish, the
wildlife around the pond and my
favorite, how the water fills the
pond. Typically, Jim Beck handles the groundwater discussion,

immense respect for our teachers!
All the education opportunities have
been great, but I have to say my favorite was the field trip I organized
with the 6th grade science students.
Although I had a strong grasp on my
interests and what I wanted to do
with my education when I got to
college, reflecting back on my earlier
education I wish I would have had
more exposure to watershed health
and water quality concepts. Those
feelings were my inspiration for
working with Anna Caddy and Janell
Robischon who selected 15 students
with the strongest interest in science
helped me organize the two day field
trip. On the first day I went to the
school where I was able to meet the
kids and spend some time talking to
them about watershed concepts by
playing a jeopardy game. Everyone
had a blast and I was impressed by
how knowledgeable the students
were despite their lack of prior instruction on the topic. The second
day was when the real fun began.
The group met me at the Canyon
Ferry Wildlife Management Area
where I was able to use the canal to
teach them how to monitor flow
using the float method (throwing an
orange in the water and timing it
from point A to point B). They
played in the water, ate oranges,
learned new science concepts and
even practiced their math skills,
hopefully some of them were even
inspired to focus on science in the
future.
Submitted by Alli Bratton
“To give real service, you
must add something that
cannot be bought or
measured with money, and
that is sincerity and
integrity.”
- Donald A. Adams
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6th Grade Conservation Field Day
We had another successful year with the 6th
Grade Conservation Field Day thanks to all our
support from the Townsend Community!


Kelly Flynn (Local Historian)
Violence in Confederate Gulch



Ron Spoon and Dan Frasier (FWP)
River Model and Live Fish



Jim Beck (BCD Volunteer)
Stream Measuring Devices



Alli Bratton (BSWC Member at BCD)
Water Quality Testing



Justin Meissner, Eric Wyatt (NRCS)
Forestry, Range, Soil, Heritage Gardens
Community Service Project Arbor/Trellis
Build & GIS/Geocache Station



Dan Mainwaring
2013 Skidway Tree Planting Inventory



Patrick Plantenberg
Edible and Useful Wild Plants



Linda Southall & Ernie Nunn
Your Forest, Your Treasure



Broadwater Cattlewomen
Our delicious lunch



Denise Thompson
Organizer Extraordinaire

Broadwater Conservation District
415 South Front Street
Townsend, MT 59644
Phone: 406-266-3146 ext. 104
Fax: 406-266-5429
E-mail:: Denise.Thompson@mt.nacdnet.net
BSWC Member E-mail: Allison.Bratton@mt.usda.gov

Website Coming Soon by Alli Bratton, BSWC
Member
If you would no longer like to receive our newsletter
please contact us via email.

Planning a Project in or Near a Perennial Stream?
Anyone planning to work
in or near a perennial
stream must obtain a 310
permit before beginning
any project. The 310 Law
applies to any natural perennial-flowing stream or
river, its bed, and its immediate banks which
when disturbed will physically alter the stream or
river. Activities subject to
permit include, but are not
limited to the following:
channel changes, clearing
brush or trees along the
stream or river, ponds
boat ramps, roads crossing
creeks, new diversions, rip

rap, streambanks protection,
dams, reservoirs, commercial, industrial and residential
development.
Be advised that you are in
violation of state law
(Montana Natural Streambed
and Land Preservation Act of
1975; Chapter 463, Section 26
-1510 et.seq., R.C.A. 1947;
Senate bill 310 1975 legislature if you perform any of
these activities without obtaining a 310 permit, you
could be guilty of a misdemeanor and be subject to a
fine up to $500 for each day,
continues.

All Contractors: Be advised that you will be held
just as responsible as the
owner of the land for obtaining the permit.
310 permits are free of
charge and are valid for one
year after the date of issuance.

