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The presentation of the award will
be during the Montana Watershed
Thanks to the help of the
Day at the State Capitol Building
Landowner Advisory Group,
on Monday March 20, 2017 at
Natural Resources Conservation
2pm. Broadwater Conservation
Service and Fish, Wildlife, and
District, partners, and
Parks in Townsend, Montana
landowners will attend the event
Dept. of Environmental Quality,
DRNC, driven landowners, and all to receive the award and speak on
behalf of the project.
those involved with the Deep
Creek Restoration Project, Deep
Creek has won the 2017 Montana
Watershed Coordination Council
Watershed Stewardship Award!

The district sends a heartfelt
“thank you” to all our partners
and we appreciate your continued
support on the watershed.

This is the second time that Deep
Creek has won the award.
Thanks to Robert Ray (DEQ Water
Quality Dept.), for the nomination
and his incredible dedication and
help on the project!

Congratulations to Jeff Tiberi,
MACD lobbyist and man of many
hats, on winning the 2017
Watershed Stewardship Award as
well!
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Aquatic invasion News:
suspect mussel found in canyon ferry & Missouri river
Fall of 2016, Montana received positive results of invasive mussel larvae species at Tiber Reservoir and suspect
larvae samples in Canyon Ferry Reservoir (CFR), Milk, and Missouri (Toston Dam and York’s Island) Rivers. The
suspect samples are not known to be invasive yet, but the state is treating this situation as though the CFR and Missouri River samples
are zebra or quagga mussels. The state quickly responded with a plan to contain and control these invasive species.
Governor Bullock issued an executive
order declaring a statewide natural
resource emergency. This executive order
triggered the formation of a Rapid Response Team,
known as the Mussel Response Team (MRT), to
address Aquatic Invasive Species within Montana’s
boarders, propose recommendations for
controlling invasive mussels, and develop a
response plan. Since then, DNRC and FWP have Positive Alert
absorbed the MRT’s role in the state mussel case.
The state has created a set of proposed
recommendations and rule amendments
to address Invasive Mussels in MT.
Proposed recommendations to CFR include
restrictions on bait and fish transport, possible
closures and decontamination stations, mandatory
watercraft inspections prior to boat launch, and
requirements upon leaving the waterbody.
State recommendations include an increase in
monitoring, expansion of watercraft inspection
sites, strengthening management, and developing a
future rapid response plan.
FWP is asking the public to comment on
the proposed recommendations. This will
be the only opportunity for the public to
have a voice in this issue.
A public hearing will be held in Helena at FWP
Headquarters, 1420 E. 6th Ave. at 6pm. If you are
unable to attend the hearing comments can be
submitted to fwpexotics@mt.gov; or mailed to:

Positive Alert &
Suspect Sample

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, Fisheries Division,
P.O. Box 200701. Comments are due by March 17.

Please contact the Broadwater CD if you
are interested in learning more about
Invasive Mussels.
Additional Resources:
http://musselresponse.mt.gov/
http://fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWildlife/species/ais
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/MISAC

Invasive Species Mussel Sampling Map of Canyon Ferry Reservoir, released by MT
Mussel Response Team, Dec 2016. Suspect Sample indicates where FWP found
positive suspect of invasive mussel. Positive alert indicates where conservation
dog signaled traces of a positive sample.
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Clog irrigation structures and cause a
loss of intake head

Zebra and
quagga mussels
are small (¼ to
1½ inch long)
freshwater
mollusks with
yellow and brown striped 
shells. Both species can
attach to hard surfaces in
waterbodies.
Females produce
thousands-millions of eggs
per year which develop
into microscopic larva
called veligers.
The mussels grow to their 
maximum adult size in the
first year of life, and live
for 3-5 years.

Attach to Boat Motors and Hulls reducing performance and efficiency of watercrafts
Decrease water quality and
Increase Water Temperature
Reduce water pumping capabilities for
power and water treatment plants.

Zebra and quagga
mussels are native to
Eastern Europe and
Western Russia and are
considered invasive
species in the U.S. due to
their catastrophic impacts
on native species and
waterbodies.
The larvae found in Tiber
Reservoir are the first
confirmed observations of
these invasive mussels in
Montana.

Loss of Native Fish due to decrease in
available food sources
Disrupt recreational activities

Zebra Mussels attached to a watercraft.

HOW CAN YOU
BOATERS, ANGLERS, PADDLERS, FIELD WORKERS & SEAPLANE PILOTS;
YOU MUST:

BEFORE LEAVING AND/OR ENTERING A WATERBODY

CLEAN.

Completely inspect and remove all mud, water, and vegetation.

DRAIN.

Drain ALL water from boat, bilge, live well, engine, bait buckets, internal compartments, and remove drain plugs.

DRY.

Dry your watercraft, nets, waders, field and fishing equipment thoroughly, aquatic invaders can survive only in
water and wet
areas.

DON’T RELEASE LIVE ANIMALS.

Never move live fish, snails, mussels, or plants from
one body of water to another without FWP
authorization. DO NOT purchase prohibited species.

Do you own property on
the Missouri River or
Canyon Ferry Shoreline?

REPORT SUSPECTED AIS.

If you see a boat or trailer with aquatic organisms attached
to it, call TIP-MONT (406) 847-6668 immediately. Or notify
FWP Fisheries office at 444-2449.

Would you like to be
Involved in Monitoring
Invasive Mussels?

VOLUNTEER.

Contact the BCD if you are interested in joining our Mussel
Volunteer Monitoring program!

Contact the BCD Today!
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In August 2016, after countless hours of collaboration,
research, designing and re-designing, and re-designing,
the Broadwater Conservation District is proud to
announce 2 new Aquatic Invasive Species Awareness
Signs in our county!
The purpose of the signs is to create awareness and
educate boaters on the Clean.Drain.Dry. initiative that
Montana has currently adopted.
Clean, Drain, Dry is a procedure that boaters and
recreationalists are required to do prior to entering and
leaving a waterbody. The purpose is to reduce the risk
of transferring dangerous invasive species into
waterbodies.

Volume 3, Issue 2

This past year, Yellowstone River took a huge hit with
the parasite that was causing thousands of fish kills and
water samples tested positive for invasive mussel larvae.
Luckily, Montana has been preparing for this to happen
and is working towards a solid game plan to combat the
invasive mussels.
Broadwater Conservation District hopes that by using
educational signs that are short, sweet, and to the point,
boaters will be more aware of transporting invasive
species.
The signs were put up at the Cottonwood Channel, just
north of Townsend near Highway 287 and at the Toston
Dam.

Montana is known for being on the forefront of
If this project shows good feedback and helps convey a
competing against invasive species, but with the growing higher awareness, this same design could be used
tourist economy and visiting base, we are at a greater
throughout the state of Montana!
risk of invasive species now than ever.

HUGE thank you to Jim Beck & Denise Thompson (BCD), Stephanie Hester & Brian Carroll (DNRC), Tom Boos, Craig
McLane, Ron Spoon, & Fred Jakubowski (FWP), and Eliot Schulte, for making this project possible!
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BROADWATER
CONSERVATION
DISTRICT PROFILE
THE WINTER NEWSLETTER IS FEATURING
DENISE THOMPSON, OUR DISTRICT
ADMINISTRATOR. DENISE HAS BEEN
EMPLOYED AT THE DISTRICT SINCE THE FALL
OF 2010.

I am truly honored to be employed at Broadwater Conservation
District. The supervisors, advisors and numerous partners are an
absolute pleasure to work with. The Ag. producers, youth and citizens of this dear community bring a layer of joy to my job that is
invaluable. And I have the added pleasure of working with wonderful people across the entire state that are just as driven to ensure our natural resources are responsibly used and protected.
I absolutely love sharing my passion for Montana, its people, rugged outdoors, precious natural resources and endless beauty. It
has been my goal from day one to face each project and task with
passion and reverence and to do it to the best of my ability. I hope
that during my time here I am able to articulate the importance of
hard work, objectivity, honesty, respect, and the genuine heartfelt
desire to serve others and actively cherish that which is before us,
and to inspire others to do the same.
MSU Professor, Dr. Jeff Mosley, spoke at our 2016 MACD Convention. To paraphrase, he said, “Farmers, Ranchers and natural resource professionals are fortunate to have a vocation instead of a
job! A vocation is a rare and precious possession that obligate us
to a higher expectation. We have a duty to share our love of the
land and to do it respectfully…..the ability to do this is what, perhaps, sets Montanans apart. We are not just dealing with soil, water, plants and animals…..we are also dealing with PEOPLE!”

Fondly, Denise Thompson

SHE AND HER HUSBAND, VINCE, HAVE FOUR
CHILDREN, WHO ARE THE 6TH GENERATION
ON THE FAMILY RANCH, AND FOUR
GRANDCHILDREN; ALL OF WHOM LOVE &
APPRECIATE THE WESTERN WAY OF LIFE!
DENISE LOVES SERVING THE PEOPLE OF
BROADWATER COUNTY AND FEELS BLESSED
TO LIVE IN THE LAST BEST PLACE,

MONTANA!
IN HER 6 YEARS AT THE DISTRICT SHE HAS
BEEN INVOLVED IN NUMEROUS PROJECTS,
SERVING VARIOUS ROLES, SUCH AS
VISIONARY, COORDINATOR, PARTNER, AND
ADMINISTRATOR.
IN 2015 DENISE WAS SELECTED AS
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE YEAR IN
RECOGNITION OF HER VALUABLE
CONTRIBUTIONS AND DEDICATION TO
NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION IN
MONTANA.

“I’m in love with Montana. For other states I have
admiration, respect, recognition, even some
affection. But with Montana it is love. And it’s
difficult to analyze love when you’re in it.”
– John Steinbeck

To give real service, you must add something that cannot be bought or measured with money, and that
is sincerity and integrity.” – Donald A. Adams
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From The Beginning…
Deep Creek was a turbid, warm, and often
depleted stream which negatively affected aquatic
ecosystems and sometimes resulted in irrigation
shortages. There was also a lack of riparian
corridor which resulted in significant channel
migration, severe bank erosion, and flooding. The
Broadwater Conservation District partnered with
several local, private, state, and federal groups to
put a strong and solid plan into place.

To The presenT…
Deep Creek is starting it’s 4th year in it’s Watershed Restoration Plan and has continued with
the strong partnerships, trust, financial support, and a successful Watershed Restoration
Plan. Last year, Deep Creek was delisted for Sediment and has seen marked improvements
in flow and temperature issues with the implementation of four large scale irrigation
improvement projects as well as riparian and grazing management strategies.

moving Forward…
Deep Creek has shown major improvements, but more work
is still to be done: Channel Restoration, more riparian
fencing and off-stream stock water systems, and assisting
landowners to strengthen their grazing, riparian and noxious
weed management strategies are key priorities, while we also
expand the Deep Creek Story Map, create signage, conduct
drone flights, work with Adam Sigler (MSU Ext.) in creating
a data/photo storage system, continue monitoring and
working with our top-notch Stream Team and educating
others about watershed restoration and collaborating with
others. We are optimistic that 2017 will be a successful
continuation of our Deep Creek Story.
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The Broadwater County Local Working Group (LWG) convened on January 25th, 2016
to set NRCS planning priorities for the next 5 years. The working group is open to the
public and made up of natural resource conservation minded landowners, professionals,
and state and federal agencies.
Interested in
Riparian Fencing,
noxious weed
management, or
off stream stock
water systems in
Deep Creek or Crow
Creek? Call NRCS
or the
Conservation
District TODAY!

The LWG reviewed natural resource concerns throughout Broadwater County and
determined Plant Productivity, Health and Vigor on rangeland as the top priority. The
Townsend NRCS Field Office will focus on plant health from 2017-2018.

This means that any activity a landowner may be doing on their operation that
would improve range health may be eligible for NRCS technical and financial
assistance. Common practices that lead to improved plant productivity, health and
vigor (range health) are cross fencing, stock water developments, grass seeding, timber
thinning, juniper control, weed spraying, and in some case irrigation improvements.
Crow Creek has been deemed as the new priority watershed. Full scale work will begin
in Crow Creek in 2019 and continue for 3-5 years. The 3 Main Concerns of the
Watershed include: Plant Health, Water Quantity/Quality, and Soil Quality and Health.
For more information contact the Townsend NRCS Field Office at 266-3146 ext. 3.
Justin Meissner
District Conservationist

The Annual Ag Appreciation Dinner is set for

April 7th, 2017!
The Dinner will be held by the
Broadwater Conservation
District, Broadwater FFA, Gayle
Watson, MSU Extension, and
others.
Call 266-3146 x102 for
2016 Broadwater FFA

more information or if you
are INTERESTED IN SPONSORING
THIS

GREAT EVENT!
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We reached the end of the 2016 Water Year. September 30th, we compiled our water supply data results. 2016 was an especially
interesting year in Broadwater County, and throughout Montana. We went from above average snowpack to early runoff to early
haying to a devastating hail storm in August that turned Townsend into a “winter wonderland”. Long time members of the community shared many stories about the unusual year, and how it comparted to weather events in years past.
All in all, it looks as though Broadwater County had an average year for water supply, despite the early run off, and Missouri River
and Canyon Ferry Reservoir remained low throughout the summer. We received good rain events during low flow times that
worked to keep our streams and soils happy. Without those rain events, we could have seen a much drier year. Deep Creek had a
few low flow months but in the end remained quite normal throughout the water year.
Below is a table showing findings of snowpack, stream flow, reservoir levels, temperature, and precipitation in Broadwater County.
Parameter (units)

Location

Timeframe

Snowpack (% avg SWE)

Boulder Mountain

Jan - June

Above average (94-107%)

Snowpack (% avg SWE)

Tizer Basin

Jan - June

Below Average; Except Feb (0-92%)

Stream Flow (cfs)

Deep Creek

Sept - Oct

Average

Stream Flow (cfs)

Missouri River @ Toston

Sept - Oct

Below Average

Reservoir Levels (AF)

Canyon Ferry Reservoir

Sept - Oct

Average

Discharge to Missouri (cfs)

Canyon Ferry Reservoir

Sept - Oct

Below Average

Inflow to Reservoir (cfs)

Canyon Ferry Reservoir

Sept - Oct

Below Average

Avg. Rainfall (in)

Broadwater County

April - Oct

7.05

April - Oct

7.27

April - Oct

6.75

April - Oct

6.81

April - Oct

6.59

April - Oct

6.22

Avg. Rainfall (in)
Avg. Rainfall (in)
Avg. Rainfall (in)
Avg. Rainfall (in)
Avg. Rainfall (in)

Northeast Region of County
(Confederate – Gurnett Creek)

Northwest Region
(Winston)

Eastern Region
(Lower Deep Creek)

Southwest Region
(River Road)

Southern Region
(Wheat Montana)

2016 Observations

Avg. Rainfall (in)

Toston Agrimet Station

April - Oct

7.72

Avg. Rainfall (in)

Townsend Acis Station

April - Oct

9.85

Avg. Temperature (°F)

Townsend Acis Station

Jan - Mar

33

Avg. Temperature (°F)

Townsend Acis Station

Apr - Jun

56

Avg. Temperature (°F)

Townsend Acis Station

July - Sept

63

Avg. Temperature (°F)

Townsend Acis Station

Oct - Dec

35

In 2016, BCD concentrated a lot of their time working with the Missouri Headwaters to address drought in our region. The District
used innovative pathways for reaching a larger audience, such as the new roadside sign in front of the USDA office.
The District is aiming to improve our mitigation strategies and create response plans and actions to drought situations for the future.
We plan to collaborate with other counties and DES to improve these strategies. The district hopes to expand our monitoring efforts
and continue this program into 2017.
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Manual (above) and electronic (below) rain gauges
used in the county.

Broadwater Conservation District
monitoring sites throughout Broadwater
County:


11 Rain Gauges (precipitation)



6 Deep Creek Monitoring Sites
(stream flow)



1 USGS Monitoring Site (Missouri
River @ Toston, stream flow)



2 NRCS SnowTel Sites (snow water
equivalent)



1 AgriMet Weather Station
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Deep Creek Monitoring Report
OVER THE PAST 5 YEARS the Broadwater Conservation District (BCD) has operated a series of stream gauges on
Deep Creek. Additional measurements of water temperature, shallow ground water, and channel movement have
been conducted. Even though the 5 year period has not had exceptionally wet or dry years, the data has been useful
in indicating the flow character of the drainage.
With a longer flow record, MORE WATER USERS ARE USING THE DATA. The BCD, with assistance from FWP, is
in the process of making the flow data available on the BCD web site.
EARLY IN THE 2016 WATER YEAR, the flow trend (supported by snowpack data
and other information), showed an INDICATION OF THE POOREST WATER
SUPPLY IN THE LAST 5 YEARS. Fortunately, several rainfall events supplemented
the stream flow for the length of the drainage.
The JULY AND AUGUST FLOWS remained at levels that are more TYPICAL OF
YEARS WITH GREATER SNOWPACK. This year’s measurements confirmed an
EARLY SUMMER TREND: SIGNIFICANT FLOW IS ADDED TO DEEP CREEK
BETWEEN THE CANYON MOUTH AND THE CLOPTON LANE CROSSING.
Measurements in addition to the stream gauges are being used to DETERMINE
THE GAIN AND LOSS CHARACTERISTICS of the stream in a reach above the
BROADWATER-MISSOURI CANAL.
-Jim Beck, Broadwater Conservation District

A Partnership Success Story
District Conservationist Justin Meissner and DEQ Water Specialist,
Robert Ray gave a great presentation at the Montana Watershed
Coordination Council Symposium in October. 2016 The theme of
the Watershed Symposium was “Improving Conservation Through

Partnerships”.
Robert and Justin spoke on behalf of the stellar partnerships that
the Broadwater Conservation District developed which led to
astounding water quality improvements in the Deep Creek
watershed.

DEQ Water Specialist, Robert Ray

Mr. Ray spoke in detail about DEQ’s role in the watershed, and
how they have seen the water quality improvements that address
sediment, in-stream flow, temperature, and riparian habitat.
Justin spoke about the many partnerships that have created an
incredible amount of trust between landowners and agencies that
made the Deep Creek Watershed Restoration Plan possible.
District Conservationist, Justin
Meissner
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2016’s 6th Grade Conservation Field Day was a GREAT Victory! It was held in the Canyon Ferry Wildlife Management Area
(CFWMA) north of Townsend at the Cottonwood Channel.
Nearly 50 students and 12 adults were in attendance to learn
more about the dangers of invasive species as well as local common sense conservation and practices here in Broadwater
County. The day was comprised of 10 stations and the
BROADWATER CATTLEWOMEN graciously provided lunch for
all those who attended.
The beginning of the day started out at the Pond 4 Overlook,
where FRED JAKABOWSKI (FWP) gave an excellent overview
of the CFWMA explaining everything from bird refuge to the
ponds serving a
purpose of dust
bowl prevention.
Morning stations
comprised of
“WILDLIFE WARRIORS” with LUCINDA MORRIS
AND KATHLEEN
FISH (BSWC) who
Students learning to tie flies with NRCS & FWP
taught about animal
scat and tracks. The
students also were able to conduct a mock bird survey and
stroll along the river to see birds and tracks in nature!
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During our delicious lunch provided by the BROADWATER
CATTLEWOMEN, Townsend School’s STREAM TEAM gave a
presentation about why stream health is important, and fun too!
The Stream Team presented on their participation with the CD
the past 3 years and also brought some live MACROINVERTEBRATES for student’s to check out!
After lunch the students
were ready to dive back
into their learning experiences for the second half
of the day.
PAT PLANTENBERG
gave a fun filled presentation on NATIVE PLANT
SPECIES, their edible and
Students at the Wildlife Warriors Station
medicinal uses, and even
made a soap out of a Yucca plant!
JIM BECK (BCD), local water junkie legend taught the students about the devastating effects that AQUATIC INVASIVE
SPECIES can have on a stream.

STEPHANIE MCGINNIS (MONTANA WATERCOURSE) and myself had the students
throw on some waders
and hop in the stream
The next station was held by MATT WILHELM from the INVA- to pull invasive EURASIVE SPECIES ADVISORY NETWORK. Matt gave an excellent
SIAN WATERMILFOIL.
hand’s on presentation on the dangers of transporting aquatic
All together the whole
invasive species and class was able to pull
how to prevent the 50 lbs. of milfoil!
Students collecting milfoil in the Missouri River
spread. The stuGoing out with a bang, LINDA SOUTHALL (HNF) taught
dents also participated in an activity about WATER AND HEADWATERS IMPORTANCE here in our
where they curious- county. Then ERIC AND RYAN gave the kids a GEOCACHING
LESSON and taught them how to use a GPS.
ly searched boots,

Ron Spoon teaching students about native fish spp.

waders, and a boat
for stickers that
represented the
pesky invasive species.

We were very excited to have BLAKE RAUSER (FWP), RYAN
MAR AND ERIC WYATT (NRCS) teach students HOW TO TIE
A FLY! All students were able to take home their own homemade wooly bugger!
To wrap up the morning, RON SPOON (FWP) gave a fun
presentation on NATIVE FISH SPECIES OF MONTANA. The
students were able to cast a pole in the water and reel back
mock native fish species where they learned more about their
characteristics from Mr. Spoon.

Seeing the looks on the student’s faces during the day was
priceless and is always something that makes our jobs here at
the Conservation District worth it!
This day would have not been possible without the help and
coordination of LEVI VANZEE (TEACHER), THE CHAPERONES, DENISE THOMPSON, ANNA WHITAKER (EARTH
TEAM VOLUNTEER), AND THE TOWNSEND SCHOOL’S 6TH
GRADE CLASS. I would also like to give a very special thank
you to all those who volunteered, participated, and helped with
the Conservation Day this year. This event was funded by a
DNRC Education Mini Grant and the BCD.
-Katie Mumford
2016–2017 BSWC Member
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BSWC: Navigating Through Big Sky Country
Big Sky Watershed Corps is an AmeriCorps program that assists Montana’s watershed communities in making a measurable difference in local conservation efforts while strengthening the experience of young professionals. Participants
focus on watershed research, planning and project implementation, watershed education and outreach, and community
engagement. Big Sky Watershed Corps is offered through a partnership of Soil and Water Conservation Districts of
Montana, Montana Conservation Corps, and the Montana Watershed Coordination Council.
From it’s humble beginning in 2011, BSWC has grown significantly. From only 10 members in 10 sites across Montana 2017 has changed the face of BSWC and blossomed into 27 members in 23 watershed sites! This year is also the
first year that BSWC has welcomed 5 returning BSWC members including the Broadwater Conservation District’s
member; Katie Mumford! Below is a picture of all of the BSWC members and their host site supervisors. If you happen to run into one of these fine people make sure to thank them for their service!

We Represent BCD!

2017 BSWC members and their supervisors; Photo Credit: MWCC

Meet Pabu (pah-boo)! Pabu was born in Keshena, Wisconsin where he was abandoned by
his mother as an infant. BSWC Member, Katie, chose to take in this young lad and right
away, she knew he was destined to be great someday. She was right! Since Jan 1, 2017
Mr. Pabu Deer-feet Sun has been appointed as the Broadwater Conservation District’s
new Mascot! Pabu is a strong believer in the conservation and responsible use of natural
resources. Without a healthy ecosystem, Pabu believes that there would not be enough
mice to chase or sweet, soft grass to graze.
Pabu enjoys long naps in the sun during the days, running as fast as he can through his
house at night, surveying his neighborhood in Townsend for new friends, and knocking
over various items as he sees fit. To learn more about the Broadwater Conservation
District’s mascot stop in the USDA office across the street from the post office.

My name is
Pabu, and I
approve this
message!
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From August to November the Broadwater Conservation District and NRCS had
the pleasure of hosting an Earth Team Volunteer.
Anna Whitaker helped the district with several tasks including filing, organizing,
education and outreach events, and field projects. She was a quick learner, great
asset to the district, and always provided valuable insight into all tasks!
Ms. Anna grew up and lived in Texas with her family for 15 years. In 2011 the
Whitakers fulfilled a lifelong dream and took up roots in Montana, where they
bought some land and a cabin within the Deep Creek watershed of Broadwater
County.
Following her next big adventure of circumnavigating the globe, with her mom and
dad and three siblings, on their sail boat, Zatara, Anna will return to the family’s
humble abode, be a fulltime resident of Big Sky Country, and attend MSU.
Check out “Sailing Zatara” on
YouTube to follow Anna and her
family on their circumnav adventure!

We were sad to see Anna leave, but
we are certainly excited for all of her
future endeavors!

Anna Whitaker

Broadwater Conservation District partnered with
Montana Conservation Corps (MCC) in Fall of
2016 to complete various on the ground Conservation projects in the county!
MCC is a young adult development program
modeled after the Civilian Conservation Corps of
the 1930s, using conservation projects to foster
citizenship and personal growth in its members.
Broadwater Conservation District has been lucky
to host a crew for 3 years! These young folks
come in roarin’ and ready to roll! Some projects
that the crew has helped with include: pulling
Eurasian water milfoil, assisting FWP with fisheries projects, install riparian fencing, planting
trees and shrubs, assisting with heritage gardens
and Wyse acres school garden, urban forestry,
removing riparian and forest service fencing,
and removing weeds in the Silos area.
Without the help of these anxious, young, hardworking groups, many of the projects listed above would
not get done! We are so lucky to host these crews,
and get to know the fun-loving personalities that comes
along with them!

Pictured from left to right: Becca Cahill, Kenny Henager,
Matthew Walsh, Brooke Nelson, Matthew Kovall
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Allison Pardis

The Steward of the Season is not an honor
that is handed out lightly. The district
makes sure to choose a member of our
community that has shown remarkable
stewardship in the conservation
community. That is why we are very
excited to announce Ms. Allison Pardis
as our Steward of the Season.
Allison has been employed through FWP
as a monitoring tech since 2014 and has
worked along side the Conservation
District and NRCS since that time. Allison
has been a valued member in the Deep
Creek Watershed Restoration Plan since
the beginning, helping with copious
amounts of important data, working along
side us with on the ground projects,
updating the Conservation District
website, and giving back valuable opinion
and insight.

already busy with her senior year at MSU
on top of working in a part-time job. FWP
was smart enough to add her to the team
despite their tight schedule. We knew we
had a gem when the volunteer in-chief for
the county (Jim Beck) let Alli use his brand
new truck for streamflow monitoring. She
validates the old saying that if you have a
really important task to delegate, you
should give it to the busiest person in the
room. That’s her.
Alli has an extraordinary knack for
analyzing and gathering data, and without
her help, we would be in a deep, dark data
hole. Alli is a great person to work along
side of, and her witty, fun, easy-going, and
ambitious attitude is contagious.

Thank you is hardly a proper expression
for everything that Alli has accomplished
during her time here in Broadwater
Alli’s story began when she showed up one County.
day and asked to volunteer with FWP;

The HNF is now
accepting comments
regarding the forest
plan revisions.
Comments on the
Helena-Lewis and Clark
National Forest (HLC
NF) proposed action
must be received by March 31st. It is important to provide your comments at this time
because it gives you a voice in the plan. If you do not comment by the closing period, you
will be unable to take a stand in the objection period or judicial reviews.
The Revised Forest Plan is the first plan combining two forests and covers nearly 3 million
acres. This plan covers topics that may be of interest including wilderness designated areas,
livestock grazing, timber harvest, invasive plants, and proposed geographic area direction in
the Big Belts and Elkhorn Mountains.
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One of the most rewarding aspects
of my job is that I get to work with
amazing people on some truly
heartwarming projects: From the
Ground Up, Montana Women and
Agriculture Oral History Project is
one such endeavor. Since 2012
conservation districts and partners
from across this great state have
captured the agriculture and conservation stories of more than 40
amazing women!
These stories have taught and inspired! It is with great pleasure
that I am able to play a small role
in ensuring these touching stories
are archived for the ages! Broadwater Conservation District is
working with Glacier Conservation
District, DNRC and a phenomenal
publishing team to bring this book
to life.
Pauline Webb, from Broadwater
County, will be featured in this
book; which has an early 2018 re-

lease date.
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of agriculture. Pauline fervently
I wish to take a moment to honor conveyed her message whether it
our “poster child” for this oral his- be while teaching at the old Crow
tory project. Pauline Webb passed Creek School in Broadwater County
away on November 9, 2016 of nat- or teaching her 3 children on the
ural causes. She was 96. Many of family ranch or while playing a key
role in the development and proyou may remember Pauline from
motion of the Ag in Montana
her speech at the MACD Annual
Convention in Kalispell a few years Schools program. This dear lady
found the value and joy in each day
ago.
and she shared that precious gift
She was truly a remarkable womwith everyone she encountered.
an! And boy could she tell a story!
One of our favorites was, “A Wom- To learn more about this project
an of Many Hats!” She used humor please visit :
and wisdom and tremendous zeal http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/
to captivate her audience. Pauline cardd/conservation-districts/oralepitomized everything we hold
history-project
dear regarding agriculture and con- (This project is funded by a DNRC 223
servation; she passionately lived it Grant.)
much of her 96 years on this earth!
Denise Thompson
She spent her adult life educating
District Administrator
and instilling the value of hard
work and responsibly using our
natural resources, while ensuring
others truly understood the value

“So you see, my life was good, God has been good to
me….I’m just a ranch woman, I won’t go down in
history, but I’m one of Townsend and Montana’s
people.”
-Pauline Webb – 94 years old, Townsend, Montana
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Ted Flynn Memorial Scholarship
Broadwater Conservation District Ted Flynn Memorial
Scholarship is available to local graduating seniors
The Broadwater Conservation District (BCD) encourages
local graduating seniors, pursuing a career in Natural
Resources, Conservation or Agriculture, to apply for the
BCD Ted Flynn Memorial Scholarship.

In memory of Ted Flynn who
passed away June 2013

Eligibility Requirements:
1. Broadwater High School
graduating senior wanting to
further his/her education.

This scholarship was set up to honor the passing of long
time BCD board member and rancher, Ted Flynn, who
had a keen interest in all facets of nature and ecology.

2. Graduate plans to enroll in a
course of study related to Natural
Resources, Conservation or
Agriculture.

For more information or if a local graduating senior is
interested in applying for the scholarship please contact
Kallie Audet, Guidance Counselor at Broadwater High
School.

3. Graduate plans to attend a Trade
School, Vo-Tech, 2 or 4 year
College/University, preferably in
Montana.

Spring is upon us and the Wyse Acres Courtyard has many projects in its future. There will be a few changes in the space this
spring as the Agricultural Education classes will be building some new infrastructure.
First on the agenda is the new 18 by 36 foot
greenhouse. Thanks to Badger Materials, BSE
Excavating and Jason Noyes for donating time,
equipment, and materials in January.
The base gravel has been laid and leveled. We are
slowly receiving pieces and parts for the greenhouse,
which will be built this spring. The International
Greenhouse Company's Junior Teaching Greenhouse
should be up and running by this fall.
Constructing the Greenhouse base for the Wyse Acres Greenhouse in the
Townsend School Courtyard.

The next building project is a chicken coop. Students
from Agriculture Three have designed chicken coops
and voted on their favorite design.

The class will be building the coop which will hold up to
6 chickens. Thanks to a Red Ants Pants Foundation Grant, students will gain experience in planning and completing a project
from start to finish. This will add another element to the courtyard.
On top of carpentry skills, students will help plant the vegetable planter boxes that were built last spring. The Horticulture class
will be starting plants in the classroom in the next couple of weeks to be transferred outside when it warms up. The overall
project is coming together quite nicely. Be on the lookout for new walls starting to stand and hopefully some green plants
starting to grow. This project is funded in part by a DNRC 223 Grant.
-Jemma Morrow
Wyse Acres Coordinator
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Phase 1 of the Big Springs Ditch, Water Conservation and
Spawning Project Successfully Completed in 2016
Broadwater Conservation District worked with the Big Springs Ditch, LLC and its
contractors to successfully complete a large scale water conservation and spawning
improvement project on this unique system. Even though this project was completed
in 2016 it required years of planning, a solid funding pool and a unique partnership
between BCD, DNRC, MT FWP, Morrison-Maierle, Inc., Tate Management, Inc., George
Rabel Excavation, Montana Rail Link and the proactive water users.
Pre and Post Project views transitioning from an
open canal (photo left) to buried pipeline between
the Missouri River and MRL railroad (Photo Right).

“There was an
incredible
increase in water
flow to this side
(near Flynn
ranch, north of
the project) of
the ditch” stated
water user and
rancher, Warren
Flynn.

THIS PROJECT
12.6 CFS
OF WATER, WHICH
EQUATES TO 4,500 ACREFEET ANNUALLY, AND
CONSERVED

REDUCED THE RISK OF
CATASTROPHIC EMBANKMENT
FAILURE OF MRL’S MAIN RAIL
LINE. 3,050 FEET OF 54”
HDPE PIPE WAS INSTALLED.
THE PROACTIVE WATER USERS
CONTINUE TO EXPLORE WAYS
TO MAKE THEIR IRRIGATION
SYSTEM MORE EFFICIENT AND
TO PROVIDE BENEFIT TO
SPAWNING HABITAT IN THE
AREA. THESE GREAT
STEWARDS CERTAINLY
RESPECT THE UNIQUE AND
PRISTINE NATURAL SPRINGS
AND PLAN TO CONTINUE
USING THIS RESOURCE WITH
GREAT CARE.

DENISE THOMPSON,
BCD ADMINISTRATOR

Pipe bedding placement, spring 2016

MRL material delivery to site, spring 2016
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Broadwater Conservation District Motions to
Withdraw AID Grant and Loan Application
At the February 21, 2017 Broadwater Conservation District (BCD) monthly meeting the Board of
Supervisors approved to officially withdraw the May 2016 DNRC Renewable Resource Grant and Loan
(RRGL) application for the Avalanche Irrigation District (AID) irrigation project.

Broadwater Conservation District is a strong supporter of irrigation improvement
projects and agriculture, while also remaining mindful of the responsible use and
protection of our natural resources.
Even though the District saw value in the initial AID DNRC RRGL application, concerns with the project grew over
time. To help address those apprehensions and ensure all interested parties and concerned citizens had the most accurate
information at their disposal, BCD organized an informational meeting, which was held January 10, 2017, just prior to the
District’s regular monthly meeting. Attendees (around 50) were privy to an agenda that included presentations from Drew
Pearson (WWC Engineering), Dennis Williams (presenter of the AID project and grant application), Lee Holmes (BOR),
Bryan Garland (DNRC Deputy Regional Manager, Water Resources Division), Lindsay Volpe (DNRC Renewable
Resource Grant and Loan Program), Vicki Sullivan (Big Belts Watershed Coalition), and Rep. Kelly Flynn (HD 70). Many
questions were asked, citizens and agency personnel were able to share their concerns, and folks gained additional insight
into the project.
Following the AID informational presentation on January 10th, BCD conducted the remaining business on the monthly
agenda and approved to continue its support of the original Avalanche Irrigation District Irrigation System RRGL grant
application, which included drawing surface water directly from Canyon Ferry Reservoir via pump stations/pipeline and
strengthening natural resource/ conservation components. AID was reminded of the conditions placed on the project by
DNRC and the Long Range Planning Committee; and supported by BCD, which included the following:
a.

The AID becomes a legal entity

b.

The AID acquires a feasible funding package for the entire project; and

c.

The grant scope of work is for activities that result in renewable resource benefits.

AID was also reminded that at the May 10, 2016 monthly meeting the BCD Board of Supervisors approved the AID
Preliminary Engineering Report and the draft RRGL application, with the assurance the Avalanche Irrigation District and
WWC Engineering, Inc. would strengthen the natural resource/ conservation components, and maintain frequent, accurate
communication with BCD, thoughtfully address any questions and concerns, and implement recommendations to the
extent possible.
Following the January 2017 DNRC Renewable Resource Grant and Loan legislative hearings, where proponents and
opponents stated their views of the project, Dennis Williams (AID) submitted a letter of withdrawal (on or near 1/30/17)
to BCD, the DNRC Resource Development Bureau, and to Chairman Cuffe and Members of the Appropriations and
Long Range Planning Committee. In the letter, Mr. Williams stated, “we hope to bring the project before you in the next
legislative cycle.”
Broadwater Conservation District appreciates the keen attention and vision regarding this proposed project. It is our hope
that if interested parties continue to pursue this or a similar endeavor that they remain sensitive to the concerns placed
before them, while meeting the conditions stated above in a more transparent and effective manner.
Submitted by Denise Thompson, BCD Administrator
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Planning a Project in or Near a Perennial Stream?
Anyone planning to work in or near a
perennial stream must obtain a 310
permit before beginning any project.
The 310 Law applies to any natural perennial-flowing stream or river, its bed,
and its immediate banks which when
disturbed will physically alter the
stream or river. Activities subject to
permit include, but are not limited to
the following: channel changes, clearing brush or trees along the stream or
river, ponds boat ramps, roads crossing
creeks, new diversions, rip rap, streambanks protection, dams, reservoirs,
commercial, industrial and residential
development.

Be advised that you are in violation of
state law (Montana Natural Streambed
and Land Preservation Act of 1975;
Chapter 463, Section 26-1510 et.seq.,
R.C.A. 1947; Senate bill 310 1975 legislature. If you perform any of these activities without obtaining a 310 permit, you
could be guilty of a misdemeanor and be
subject to a fine up to $500 for each
day, you remain in violation.
All Contractors: Be advised that you
may be held just as responsible as the
landowner/applicant of the permit.
310 permits are free of charge and
are valid for one year from the date of
issuance.

